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MEDIA RELEASE
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana School of Law and 13 other law schools that 
train lawyers for diversified legal practice in small and medium-sized communi­
ties have formed the Mid-Continent Association of Law Schools (MCALS).
John 0. Mudd, dean of the UM law school and president of MCALS, says 
the purpose of the organization is to identify academic and educational activ­
ities that serve the needs of MCALS students.
He says MCALS schools differ from large urban schools whose graduates 
typically practice as specialists in large firms serving major institutions, 
government agencies or corporations. In contrast, the MCALS-school graduate 
must have a broad range of legal skills. Community lawyers might be involved 
in the legal affairs of a school, hospital, estate, agency or small business 
all in one day.
Mudd says that MCALS membership includes schools in the United States 
and Canada, and their exchange of information will provide comparisons and 
innovations in international issues and educational methods.
He added that regional legal issues to be addressed by the organization 
include water and natural resource law and law library maintenance in small 
communi ties.
Mudd said part of the impetus for UM participation in the MCALS came 
from research conducted by the UM law school on needs of the legal profession and 
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from the Fund for the Improvement of Post Secondary Education.
The new organization, approved by both the American Bar Association and 
the American Association of Law Schools, will have its first formal meeting 
at Jackson Hole, Wyo., Aug. 1-4. Law faculty members and administrators will 
gather to discuss law libraries, revenue, curriculum, faculty and other aspects 
of legal education.
Members are the law schools at the University of Alberta, Edmdnton; 
University of Calgary, Calgary, Alta.; Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah; 
Creighton University, Omaha, Neb.; University of Denver, Denver, Colo.; Univer­
sity of Idaho, Moscow; University of Kansas, Lawrence; Washburn University, 
Topeka, Kan.
University of Manitoba, Winnepeg; University of Montana, Missoula; Univer 
sity of New Mexico, A1buguerque; University of North Dakota, Grand Forks; Univer 
sity of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon; University of South Dakota, Vermi11 ion; and 
University of Wyoming, Laramie.
###
